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One can learn a great deal about a religion by going to the unfiltered source and reading 
the words of the founder. However, it is clear to the author that no adherent to any 
religion, no matter how learned or devout, is familiar with all nuances and details of his 
or her religion. Indeed many followers simply have no access to the holy books of their 
religions, often written in a different language from their own, and they are dependent 
on their religious leaders and counsel to determine, interpret and teach the most 
important messages, as they see it.

This book is not meant to present information for judgement of the faithful of either 
religion, but rather to elucidate the foundations of the faiths. Faith is simply that, a 
leap of heart, and those who partake in faith are clearly and simply seeking God in their 
familiar locales and cultures. A book like this can help clear up misconceptions and lead 
to better understanding among people of different mind-sets.

What are the messages that Islam and Christianity share? And where do the messages 
diverge? We have gone to great lengths to gather each speaker’s core messages and 
match them side-by-side, based on topic, so that you can thoughtfully answer these 
questions.

Since you have cracked open this book, you might know something or nothing about 
these religions. You’re likely not conversant in both. And it will probably be tough for 
you to make sense of some of these passages, which might feel intimidating or foreign. 

We have compiled vocabulary, timelines and life histories in the next 28 pages, which 
gives valuable context. However, if you are inclined to dive in to the comparisons, feel 
free to skip ahead to “Purpose” on page 39.

Foreword
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“This groundbreaking work provides a reference for those seeking to quickly compare 
Jesus’ and Muhammad’s approaches on various issues, as presented in the New 
Testament and the Qur’an. St Michael has done a great job in creating a parallel layout 
of texts, based on important themes, making it easy for anyone who wants to quickly 
investigate the two books. In addition, the historical, doctrinal and terminological 
sections provide valuable material for the serious reader. This book represents a 
commendable effort that paves the way to a deeper understanding of the similarities and 
differences of the various teachings found in Christianity and Islam.”— Fr. Panayiotis 
Papageorgiou, Ph.D., translator of John Chrysostom: Homilies on Romans

“I thoroughly appreciated the book Jesus and Muhammad: Their Messages, Side-by-Side 
by Louis St Michael. As a convert to Islam, I found the information and layout of the book 
very helpful, and it was easy to see the similarities and differences between these two 
great spiritual leaders and their individual and collective impact on humanity. The book 
is a good reference for people who are genuinely interested in studying the two religions 
or two historical figures side by side. I appreciated the fact that the author seems to be 
neutral in his overall viewpoint and tends to focus specifically on historical information 
of the two religions and factual similarities and differences between the Bible and the 
Quran. To my knowledge, I have not seen another book written quite like this one, in 
such a straightforward and simple way. . . . St Michael simply provides the quotes from 
the sources and leaves the interpretation to the reader with very little commentary. I 
have actually shared this book with my older children as a reference point, because 
half of their family is Christian and the other half is Muslim. . . . the idea that they can 
reference it at some point when questions arise is exciting. . . . I would highly recommend 
this book to not only individuals, but also to religious and community organizations 
that feel as if their congregation or members would be educated through the power of 
knowledge provided in this book. I appreciate the work that St Michael has put into this 
work and give it 5 stars.”— Christi Lyle-Rasheed for Manhattan Book Review, HHHHH 

“The often inflammatory arguments between ideological partisans of Christianity and 
Islam are rarely conducted by way of sober textual analysis. The complex doctrines of 
the two religions—as well as the prohibitive nature of the foreign languages in which 
their primary sources were written—make such comparisons less than accessible.  
St Michael aims to dismantle that barrier to understanding by supplying an impressively 
comprehensive catalog of the utterances of Jesus and Muhammad. . . . St Michael 
clearly wants the texts to speak for themselves. . . . For readers of either faith, such a 
lucid and unbiased record of the points of commonality and disagreement between 
Jesus and Muhammad is sure to be educational. And the entire book is scrupulously 
sourced, adding to the general air of transparency and scholarly rigor. . . . An exhaustive 
compilation of immense theological value, especially as a prologue to future study.”  
— Kirkus Reviews

“A very useful source-book and anthology of the core messages of Christianity and Islam 
respectively. The author has provided the reader with every conceivable source on a wide 
range of interesting subjects. Particularly interesting are the gaps between the messages 
where the reader can see the subjects about which Jesus expanded where Muhammad 
did not, and vice-versa. Relying upon the texts to speak for themselves, St. Michael has 
provided us with the essential messages of both religions so that everyone can judge 
them for these messages and by their fruits.” —   David Cook, Ph.D., assistant professor 
of religious studies specializing in Islam at Rice University, author of Studies in Muslim 
Apocalyptic, Understanding Jihad, and Contemporary Muslim Apocalyptic Literature

“Many people today are being told that Christianity and Islam are essentially the same, 
but whether you are a Christian or a Muslim, comparing the words of the two founders 
makes it very clear that this is not the case. Certainly there are a number of similarities, 
such as a belief in one God only, seeking to live a pure life, and reaching out to help 
others. However, there are also some very great differences. For example, in the Fighting 
and Warfare chapter and the Miracles chapter of this book, it is eminently clear that 
Islam and Christianity are very different. This side-by-side comparison makes it easy to 
note the similarities as well as the differences, and in this way, the reader should gain 
a greater appreciation for the message from each religion. Another one of the helpful 
features is that the author allows the words of Jesus and the words of Allah (given to 
Muhammad) to be presented without the intrusion of the author’s own interpretation 
or comments. Thus, readers are free to make their own judgments about the content. Is 
the God of Islam the same God of Christianity? Together with the format that collects 
the sayings under a number of subject headings, this structure provides a very useful 
resource book on Christianity and Islam. I highly recommend this book to anyone who 
wants to understand the core ideas of these two religions through a comparison of their 
teachings.” — Daniel Janosik, Ph.D., adjunct professor of Islamic Studies at Southern 
Evangelical Seminary and author of John of Damascus, First Apologist to the Muslims

“St Michael presents an interesting, useful and new approach to the comparative study 
of Christianity and Islam. Rather than subject readers to his particular interpretations 
of the various tenets and articles of the faiths, he chose major topics and arrayed the 
pertinent passages from the New Testament and Qur’an, accordingly. The selected 
passages reflect where the faiths agree or differ. This is important because in an 
atmosphere in which we tend to look for only the comfortable common ground, it is 
imperative that we also realize what profoundly separates the two faiths. The book 
additionally provides concise summaries of the early histories of the religions and 
succinct glossaries of technical terms and beliefs for each faith. Jesus and Muhammad is 
a valuable handbook for anyone interested in studying the history of these figures and 
faiths and the contacts and conflicts between the religions.”—  Dr. William J. Neidinger, 
archaeologist and historian associated with the Texas Foundation for Archaeological & 
Historical Research (tfahr.org). Dr. Neidinger has directed more than two dozen excavations 
in the Middle East, the Balkans and Europe at Biblical, classical, and medieval sites. His 
lectures are available worldwide on amazon.com and vimeo.com.

tfahr.org
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“A thorough and painstakingly researched compilation of the lives and statements, 
as proclaimed in the Christian Bible and the Islamic Q'uran, of two of the world's 
most historically compelling men. . . . This is done with a scholarly and impartial 
aspect, without context or opinion, through the use of graphs, charts, outlines, and 
with unembellished backstory. Jesus and Muhammad: Their Messages, Side-by-Side by 
Louis St Michael is almost a marvel, and it's absolutely mind-boggling to imagine how 
St Michael was able to produce such a work in a clean and concise manner. It's been 
pigeonholed into the genre of religious and philosophical non-fiction, but truly, Jesus 
and Muhammad: Their Messages, Side-by-Side reads like an accessible piece of academia. 
The side-by-side format allows for instant comparison with little more than the flick 
of a page. I can see this book being very useful to anyone needing a quick, fact-based 
resource, as well as those with an interest in learning more about the two fastest 
growing, influential, and relevant religions of the world. That St Michael achieves this 
without the usual bias found in such works lends further credence to its usefulness in 
any conversation on the topic. Highly recommended, and I am grateful to have had the 
opportunity to read it.” — Jamie Michele for Readers’ Favorite, HHHHH

“A thought-provoking book that establishes a unique form of dialogue between the two 
spiritual teachers whose messages are at the core of the two most powerful religions on 
Earth. . . . The reader can quickly do a comparison between the two sets of scriptures 
and understand the common lessons shared by the two and what makes their messages 
unique and different from each other. There is no doubt that this is a well-researched 
book, and both Christian and Muslim scholars will discover in this work an honest quest 
for the truth about what divides our world. The book is an in-depth exploration of the 
core messages of the spiritual guides whose works have been at the heart of some of the 
greatest revolutions and civilizations the world has ever known. The writer writes in a 
style that pays homage to the spiritual texts.” — Romuald Dzemo for Readers’ Favorite, 
HHHHH

“What do Jesus and Muhammad have in common? What makes them different? What is 
it their followers need to know about their core messages? St Michael offers surprising 
answers to these questions and allows readers to get to the key messages of the two 
spiritual figures who have had great impact on human history and man’s relationship 
with God and with fellow man, helping readers make comparisons between the two. . . 
. The author . . .makes it easy for readers to see the similarities and the differences in 
what they both taught. . . . The image of the God of Jesus and Muhammad comes out 
clearly in these passages, and it provokes serious reflection for readers who are engaged 
in honestly seeking answers to the religious divide that cripples contemporary society. A 
gift that curious minds as well as those hungry for the truth should read. . . . St Michael 
has done an incredible job in putting this book together, a great gift for humanity.” — 
Christian Sia for Readers’ Favorite, HHHHH

“A very well-written and well-researched book. I appreciated the neutral point of view 
along with the exhaustive factual information presented from not only the Bible and the 
Koran, but also from historical sources. The writing is crisp and engaging, and there was 
plenty of information in this book that I wasn’t aware of, so that was interesting to learn. 
. . . This is a book that I would recommend to anyone.” — Gisela Dixon for Readers’ 
Favorite, HHHHH

“A great book in the area of philosophy and spirituality . . . offers readers a unique 
opportunity to study two great spiritual leaders of history by looking at their core 
messages placed side by side. . . . St Michael has done a great job in compiling these 
writings, and readers will also enjoy the relevant historical notes and references at 
the beginning of the book. . . . This is a gift for anyone who wants to deepen their 
understanding of the message of Jesus and Muhammad.” — Divine Zape for Readers' 
Favorite, HHHHH
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Preface

Core messages
 • We make every attempt to fully represent the core messages of each messenger. 

 • At the risk of repetition, we include seemingly similar messages (with discrete 
differences) to actualize each messenger’s relative emphasis on some topics.

Order
 • With respect for the Islamic concept that Qur’anic verses should be read in context and 
in order, within each chapter of this book we present the Qur’anic verses by order of 
sura (chapter) and aya (verse). 

 • While we recognize that the ayat are out of order from chapter-to-chapter, we feel that 
it is valuable to present the content by topic, in sections and chapters.

Matching
 • Passages align side-by-side to indicate one of two things: the passages converge or the 
passages diverge. 

 • Matching in some cases is evident, and in others more obscure. Some passages simply 
have no match.

 • Muhammad lived a longer life. He delivered the message of the Qur’an for about 20 
years, whereas Christ delivered for about three. Thus this book includes more material 
from Muhammad.

Date Notation
 • In the body of the text, Common Era notation is listed first, and then Hijri notation.

 • Common Era notation is BCE/CE (Before Common Era/Common Era). This corresponds 
to the Christian notation BC/AD.

 • Hijri notation is BH/AH (In English, Before Hijra/After Hijra). Hijra is the year of the 
Muslim migration from Mecca to Medina.

1 AH roughly corresponds with 622 CE. However conversions are approximate, because 
the New Year begins on a different day for each notation system.

Speakers
 • Most New Testament Bible verses in this book contain only Christ’s words. If verses 
partially contain Christ’s words, quotation marks indicate his words. A few chapters 
require a narrative (by Christ’s apostles) to show a sequence of events: in these 
chapters, verses that contain no words of Christ are italicized. 

 • The Muslim faith attributes each Qur’anic aya to God. Islamic tradition holds that God 
directly speaks the words of the Qur’an, through the angel Gabriel, to Muhammad.

Translations

Bible
 • Most scholars agree that Jesus primarily spoke Aramaic1 and perhaps some Hebrew 
and Koine Greek. The majority agree that all of the books that form the New Testament 
were written in Koine Greek.2

In this book, we used the New Testament in The Holy Bible: New Heart English Bible, 
edited by Wayne A. Mitchell. This Bible was adapted from the World English Bible, 
with consultation from the Greek New Testament (United Bible Societies, 5th ed.) and 
Novum Testamentum Graece (28th ed.)—a version of the Greek New Testament. 

The Greek New Testament is the original form of the Koine Greek New Testament. It 
was first compiled in English in 1516 from the Textus Receptus, the “received texts” 
that were the succession of printed Greek texts. 

If footnotes in the New Heart English Bible indicate a variance from the Textus 
Receptus source, we used the Textus Receptus source.

Qur’an
 • Muhammad spoke Arabic. Most scholars agree that the Qur’an was recorded in Arabic.

To compile this book, we used The Holy Qur’an, translated by Maulvi (Maulani) 
Muhammad Ali, originally published in 1917, re-printed in 1920. 

We modernized this work, generally by adding pronouns and rearranging syntax 
for clarity. In keeping with other English translations, we changed “Apostle” to 
“Messenger” (the Prophet Muhammad) and his “communications” to “Signs” or 
“Verses.” For easier comparison, we changed “Allah” to “God.” We also changed archaic 
words to modern words defined with the same meaning. 

In rare cases, we changed a word or added words, for meaning. We indicate such 
by square brackets. (Note that the parentheses are the original translator’s). We 
carefully considered these changes, based on consulting the following popular English 
translators’ versions: Saheeh International, Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall, Abdullah 
Yusuf Ali, Muhammad Sarwar and A.J. Arberry. We also consulted http://corpus.quran.com/, 
an open source project (GNU General Public License) that applies natural language 
computing technology to analyze the Arabic text, word by word. For example, we 
changed “unjust” to “[wrongdoers],” to coincide with other translations.

When Maulvi Muhammad Ali’s numbering of ayat (verses) varies from other commonly 
used modern Qur’an translations, we use the modern numbering. 

1 Allen C. Myers, ed.,The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1987) 72.

2 Kurt Aland and Barbara Aland, The Text of the New Testament, (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1995) 52. 

http://corpus.quran.com/
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  Muslim Terms

 • Aya: An aya is akin to a verse in the New Testament Bible.

 • Believers/Disbelievers: Believers/Disbelievers of the Prophet Muhammad’s message.

 • Day of Resurrection/Day of Judgment/Last Day/Latter Day/the Day/the Hour/Day 
of Gathering/Day of the Manifestation of Defects: The day on which God gives the 
final assessment of humanity. All life on Earth is then annihilated, followed by its 
resurrection of the living and the dead. They are judged and sent to Paradise or Hell.

 • Emigrants: Muhammad’s initial followers who emigrated with him from the city of 
Mecca to the city of Medina (the Hijrah), in present-day Saudi Arabia.

 • Followers of the Book/Followers of the Reminder/Those Who Were Given the Knowledge 
Before: Jews and Christians.

 • Hereafter: Life after death, either Heaven or Hell.

 • His Messenger: Muhammad (God’s Messenger). When not capitalized, it refers to all 
prophets, including Jewish prophets and Jesus Christ.

 • Holy Spirit: In the Qur’an, some scholars think the Holy Spirit refers to the angel 
Gabriel. There are instances in the Qur’an of the Holy Spirit strengthening Jesus and 
his mother, Mary.

 • Hypocrites: Muslims who are half-hearted, imperfect or weak (including in warfare), 
and who work against the Islamic state. Non-Muslims who willfully reject Islam.

 • Iblis: Satan.

 • Idolaters (polytheists): People who worshipped idols during the time of Muhammad. 
People in Mecca worshipped 360 idols (gods). 

 • Islam: The religion of Muslims. The Arabic translation of the word Islam is 
“submission” or “surrender.”

 • Jinn: Unseen beings that sometimes appear. God created Jinn from smokeless 
(intensely hot) fire. Jinn (like humankind) can be unbelievers, ordinary believers or the 
best of believers. 

 • Muslim: A person who submits to the will of God: a follower of Islam (the religion).

 • Prophets (Nabi): God enables prophets to deliver new scriptures from God, and He 
commissions messengers (Rasoul) to confirm existing Scriptures. While Muhammad is 
a messenger, he is also a prophet, the final prophet.1 (33:40)

1 “The Difference between Prophet and Messenger,” TRUE ISLAM, http://www.Qur’an-islam.org/articles/prophet_and_
messenger_(P1161).html (accessed December, 2017)

 • Say, [Prophet]: In the text of the Qur’an, God speaking to Muhammad, telling him to 
give the people the message that follows in the revelation.

 • Scripture/Book/Verses of God/Verses: When capitalized, these terms refer to God’s 
revelation to Muhammad. When not capitalized, they include scriptures that came to 
the prophets before Muhammad (Jewish scriptures and the New Testament Bible). 

 • Sin: Disobeying the commands of God, a breach of the laws and standards laid down 
by religion. Muslims can eliminate their sin through repentance. However, claiming that 
God has equals is the only unforgivable sin. At the end of time, God weighs your sins 
and good deeds to determine if you are rewarded in Paradise or punished in Hell.1

 • Sura: A sura is akin to a chapter in the New Testament Bible. 

 • The Prophet (or Prophet): Muhammad

 • The Reminder: God’s message to the people, the Qur’an.

 • Those whom your right hands possess: Females taken prisoner in war, or male or 
female slaves.2

 • Trinity: The Muslim faith describes the Christian Trinity as God, Jesus and Mary, 
whereas the Christian Trinity is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 • We, He and Us: God. The words of the Qur’an are believed to be spoken by God. God 
refers to Himself as We, He or Us.

1 John L. Esposito, ed, “Sin” in Oxford Islamic Studies Online, http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/browse (accessed 
December, 2017).

2 Maulvi Muhammad Ali, trans, The Holy Qur’an, (Lahore: Ahmadiyya Anjuman-I-Ishaat-I-Islam, 1920), 106, 702, (Hereafter 
cited as Ali, M.M., The Holy Qur’an).

http://www.quran-islam.org/articles/prophet_and_messenger_(P1161).html
http://www.quran-islam.org/articles/prophet_and_messenger_(P1161).html
http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/browse
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Introduction
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Years before ministry (30) 

Years of ministry (3) 

 

Lifespan: 33 years 

30-33 (610-607 BH) 

Years before ministry (42) 

Years of ministry (11) 

Years of ministry + battles (9) 

Lifespan: 62 years 

 

Life Stories

 Jesus’ Life Story
The life of Christ is taken from the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) in the 
New Testament Bible, written between 65-110 CE (574-528 BH). Tradition holds that four 
of Christ’s apostles wrote the four Gospels. Christ died between the years 30-33 CE  
(610-607 BH).

Contemporary Political Structure

 • The Holy Roman Emperor Caesar Augustus rules the Roman Empire, which includes 
the Judea and Galilee regions. 

 • Pontius Pilate is the governor of the Judea region. Bethlehem (in the present-day West 
Bank of Jordan) and Jerusalem (in present-day Israel) are cities in Judea. 

Jesus Muhammad

 • Herod Antipas is the tetrarch ruler of the Galilee region. Nazareth (in present-day 
Northern Israel) is a city in Galilee.

Bloodline

 • Abraham and wife Sarah > Isaac > Jesus 

Contemporary Regional Religions

 • Judaism

Background and Birth

 • The angel Gabriel announces the Virgin Mary’s pregnancy to her: “Rejoice, you highly 
favored one. The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women! Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. You will conceive in your womb and bring 
forth a son, and will call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of 
the Most High.” Mary said, “How can this be, seeing I am a virgin?” Gabriel said, “The 
Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore also the Holy One who is born will be called the Son of God.” Mary said, “See, 
the handmaid of the Lord; be it to me according to your word.” (Luke 1:26-35, 38)

 • Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth, who miraculously is with child at an advanced age, 
carrying John the Baptist. Without knowing of Mary’s pregnancy, when Elizabeth hears 
Mary’s voice, John the Baptist leaps for joy in her womb and the Holy Spirit fills her. 
She speaks loudly, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb! Why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? Blessed 
is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of the things which have been 
spoken to her from the Lord.” Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior. For He has looked at the humble state of His servant girl. For 
behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed. For He who is mighty has done 
marvelous things for me, And holy is His name.” (Luke 1:39-49)

 • Mary’s betrothed, Joseph, learns in a dream that Mary’s son is conceived of the Holy 
Spirit, and is to be named Jesus (Yeshua in Hebrew, Isho in Aramaic), which means 
Savior or God is Savior. 

 • Mary and Joseph travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem, Judea, to register for the census. 
Jesus of Nazareth is born in Bethlehem. 

 • Nearby shepherds see an angel who tells them of the Savior’s birth. They visit Jesus 
and pay homage. 

 • Magi, possibly Zoroastrian priests/astrologers from the East (perhaps Persia), observe 
the star of the prophesied Christ. They travel to Jerusalem and inquire about the 
whereabouts of the newborn King of the Jews, and they learn that prophets had 
foretold the Messiah’s birth to be in Bethlehem. They follow the star, find Jesus and 
pay homage with gifts.
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Expeditions Ordered by Muhammad

Unless otherwise cited, this section is sourced from Military career of Muhammad: The 
Complete Guide, a Wikipedia® Book, retrieved from  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book:Military_career_of_Muhammad (accessed December, 2017).

 • Muhammad orders 95-97 expeditions in his lifetime. He attends 26-27 of them:

 • Muhammad’s followers also take part in two additional battles that Muhammad did 
not initiate: The Expedition of Raji (5 Muslims die, 1 captured) and the Expedition 
of Bir Maona (40-70 Muslims die and 2 non-Muslims die). In these expeditions, 
Muhammad sends missionaries at the request of other tribes who express interest in 
Islam. Upon arrival, the “interested” tribes initiate battles.

 • The expeditions begin in the year 623 CE (1 AH), after Muhammad and his followers 
migrate from Mecca to Medina. 

 • Initially, Muhammad unites the Medina-area Jewish and Arab tribes with the Meccan 
Emigrants under the Constitution of Medina. Together they fight the Meccan tribes for 
five years (623-628 CE/1-6 AH).

 • In March of 628 CE (6 AH), Muhammad initiates the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah with Mecca. 
The treaty affirms a ten-year peace with Mecca and authorizes Muhammad and his 
followers to return to Mecca the following year in a peaceful pilgrimage to the Ka’bah 
(the Lesser Pilgrimage). 

 • In December of 629 CE (8 AH), an army of 10,000 Muslims marches on the city of 
Mecca and takes it with little bloodshed. They destroy the pagan idols in the city, and 
Muhammad sends troops to destroy all remaining temples in Eastern Arabia.

 • Until his death in 632 CE (11 AH), Muhammad continues to initiate battles with other 
neighboring tribes.123

EXPEDITIONS: RAIDS AND ATTACKS FOR SPOILS

EXPEDITION (CE/AH YEAR) DEATHS AND CAPTURES CIRCUMSTANCE

Raids against Quraysh tribe caravans:

Al Is Caravan Raid (623/1)1 
Batn Rabigh Caravan Raid (623/1)2 
Kharar Caravan Raid (623/1)3 
Invasion of Waddan (623/2) 
Invasion of Buwat (623/2) 
Invasion of Dul Ashir (623/2)
Nakhla Raid (624/2) 
Battle of Badr (624/2) 
Nejd Caravan Raid (624/3) 
Invasion of Badr (625/4 or 626/4)
Expedition of Zaid ibn Haritha (Al-Is) (627/6)

Expedition of Zaid ibn Haritha  
(Al-Jumum) (627/6)

Expedition of Muhammad ibn Maslamah 
(627/6)

Expedition of Ukasha bin Al-Mihsan (627/6)

Cumulative this group:

Muslims: 14 died
Non-Muslims: 71 died,  
73+ captured

Non-Muslims: Some 
captured, one woman freed 
to marry a Muslim

Non-Muslims: 10 died,  
1 captured

None

Initially relieved poverty brought 
on by Muslim property loss in 
Mecca and emigration to Medina. 
Later furthered Muslim political, 
economic and military position.

Raided the Banu Salim tribe at 
Al-Jumum village. Muslims gained 
a lot of booty.

Attacked the Bani Bakr tribe and 
retrieved plenty of booty.

The Banu Assad bin Qhusayma 
tribe fled, but the Muslims gained 
200 camels

1 “Caravan Raids,” INFOGALACTIC, https://infogalactic.com/info/Caravan_raids (accessed December 2017).

2 Ibid.

3 Ibid.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book:Military_career_of_Muhammad
https://infogalactic.com/info/Caravan_raids
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Follow Light

I am the light of the world. He who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life. (John 8:12)

Jesus said to them, “For a little while the light is with you. Walk while you have the 
light, so that darkness does not overtake you. He who walks in the darkness does not 
know where he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may 
become children of light.” Jesus said these things, and he departed and hid himself 
from them. (John 12:35-36)

For everyone who does evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his 
works would be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, so that his 
works may be revealed, that they have been done in God. (John 3:20-21)

No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a cellar or under a basket. Rather he puts it 
on a stand, so that those who come in may see the light. The lamp of the body is the 
eye. Therefore when your eye is good, your whole body is also full of light; but when 
it is bad, your body also is full of darkness. So see whether the light that is in you is 
not darkness. If your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly 
full of light, as when the lamp with its bright shining gives you light. (Luke 11:33-36)

While I am in the world, I am the light of the world. (John 9:5)

Oh, people! Surely convincing proof has come to you from your Lord, and We have 
sent you a clear light. He will admit those who believe in God and hold fast by Him 

into His mercy and grace, and He will guide them to Himself, on a right path.  
(The Women 4:174-175)

Oh, Followers of the Book! Indeed, Our Messenger has come to you, making clear to 
you much of what you concealed of the Book, and he overlooks much. Indeed, there 

has come to you light and a clear Book from God. With it, God guides those who 
follow His pleasure into the ways of peace, and He brings them out of utter darkness 

into light by His will, and He guides them to the right path. (The Food 5:15-16)

I am God, the Seeing. (This is) a Book that We have revealed to you, [Prophet], so 
that you may bring forth men, by their Lord’s permission, from utter darkness into 

light—to the way of the Mighty, the Praised One. God is the One to whom belongs 
whatever is in the Heavens and whatever is in the Earth. Woe to the unbelievers for 

the severe chastisement! (Abraham 14:1-2)

 God is the light of the Heavens and the Earth. His light is like a niche in which is a 
lamp, the lamp is in a glass, and the glass is as if it were a brightly shining star, lit 

from a blessed olive tree, neither of the East nor the West, the oil from which almost 
glows, even if fire does not touch it. Light upon light. God guides to His light whom 

He pleases. God sets forth parables for men, and God is Cognizant of all things.  
(The Light 24:35)

He sends down clear communications to His servant [The Prophet], so that he may 
bring you forth from utter darkness into the light. Most surely God is Kind, Merciful 

to you. (The Iron 57:9)
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Persecution

He said to them, “When I sent you without money bag, and pack, and shoes, did you 
lack anything?” They said, “Nothing.” Then he said to them, “But now, whoever has a 
money bag, let him take it, and likewise a pack. Whoever has none must sell his cloak 
and buy a sword. For I tell you that this which is written must still be fulfilled in me: 
‘He was numbered with the transgressors.’ For that which concerns me has an end.” 
They said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.” He said to them, “That is enough.” 1 
(Luke 22:35-38)

They will put you out of the synagogues, but an hour is coming when whoever kills 
you will think that he is offering a service to God. They will do these things because 
they have not known the Father or me. (John 16:2-3)

But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up to councils. You will be 
beaten in the synagogues. You will stand before rulers and kings for my sake, as a 
testimony to them. (Mark 13:9)

Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you and insult you, and 
throw out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake. Rejoice in that day, and leap 
for joy, for look, your reward is great in Heaven, for their fathers did the same thing 
to the prophets. (Luke 6:22-23)

Brother will deliver up brother to death, and the father his child. Children will rise 
up against parents, and cause them to be put to death. You will be hated by all men 
for my name’s sake, but he who endures to the end will be saved. (Mark 13:12-13)

1  Jesus is speaking to his disciples in anticipation of their persecution after his arrest and Crucifixion.—Ed.

 Fight in the way of God with those who fight you, and do not exceed the limits. 
Surely God does not love those who exceed the limits. And kill them wherever you 

find them, and drive them out from wherever they drove out you. Persecution is 
more severe than slaughter. Do not fight them at the Sacred Mosque until they fight 

with you in it, but if they do fight you, slay them. Such is the recompense of the 
unbelievers. But if they cease, surely God is Forgiving, Merciful. Fight them until 

there is no persecution and religion is only for God. But if they cease, there should 
be no hostility except against the oppressors. (The Cow 2:190-193)

[Prophet], they ask you concerning the sacred month—about fighting in it. Say: 
fighting in it is a grave matter. But hindering (men) from God’s way and denying 

Him, and (hindering men from) the Sacred Mosque and turning people out of it are 
still graver with God. Persecution is greater than slaughter, and they will not stop 

fighting you until they turn you away from your religion, if they can. Whoever of you 
turns away from his religion and then dies while he is a disbeliever—his works will 

become worthless in this world and in the Hereafter. They are the inmates of the 
Fire: there they will abide. (The Cow 2:217)

Let those who sell this world’s life for the Hereafter fight in the way of God. We 
will grant a mighty reward to whoever fights in the way of God, whether he is slain 

or victorious. What reason have you to not fight in the way of God for the weak 
among the men, women and children, who say: Our Lord! Cause us to go forth from 
this town whose people are oppressors, and give us a guardian from You, and give 

us a helper from You! Those who believe fight in the way of God, and those who 
disbelieve fight in the way of the Devil. So, fight against the friends of the Devil—

surely the struggle of the Devil is weak. (The Women 4:74-76)

[Prophet], when those who disbelieved devised plans against you such that they 
might confine you or slay you or drive you away, they devised plans, and God had 

arranged a plan, too. God is the best of planners, so that He might separate the 
impure from the good, and put the impure one upon another, pile them up together, 
and then cast them into Hell. These are the losers. Fight them until there is no more 
persecution and all religion is only for God. But if they cease, then surely, God sees 

what they do. (The Accessions 8:30, 37, 39)
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Seek and Receive

Ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and it will be opened 
for you. For everyone who asks receives. He who seeks finds. To him who knocks it 
will be opened. Or who is there among you, who, if his son asks him for bread, will 
give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, who will give him a serpent? If you then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in Heaven give good things to those who ask him. (Matthew 7:7-11)

All those whom the Father gives me will come to me. He who comes to me I will in no 
way throw out. (John 6:37)

If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. As the Scripture has said, rivers of 
living water will flow from within He who believes in me. (John 7:37b-38)

Look, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him, and I will dine with him, and he with me. (Revelation 3:20)

Which of you, if you go to a friend at midnight, and tell him, “Friend, lend me three 
loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I have 
nothing to set before him,” and he from within will answer and say, “Do not bother 
me. The door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and 
give it to you”? I tell you, although he will not rise and give it to him because he is 
his friend, yet because of his persistence, he will get up and give him as many as he 
needs. I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and 
it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives. He who seeks finds. To him 
who knocks it will be opened. (Luke 11:5-10)

The one who has my commandments and keeps them is the one who loves me. And 
the one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and will reveal 
myself to him.” (John 14:21)

And look, I am with you every day, even to the end of the age. Amen. (Matthew 28:20)

[Prophet], when My servants ask you about Me, surely I am very near. I answer the 
prayer of the supplicant when he calls on Me. So they should answer My call and 

believe in Me, so that they may walk in the right way. (The Cow 2:186)

Your Lord says: Call upon Me, I will answer you. Surely, those who are too proud for 
My service will soon enter Hell, abased. (The Believer 40:60)
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Forgive Others

For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
But if you do not forgive men their transgressions, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses. (Matthew 6:14-15)

Then Peter came to him and said, “Lord, how often can my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not tell you up to 
seven times, but up to seventy times seven.” (Matthew 18:21-22)

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. (Luke 23:34)

Watch yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive 
him. And if he sins against you seven times in the day, and seven times in the day 
returns to you, saying, “I repent,” you must forgive him. (Luke 17:3-4)

Many of the Followers of the Book wish to turn you back into unbelievers after your 
faith, out of selfish envy, (even) after the truth has become obvious to them. But 

pardon and forgive, until God brings about His command. Surely God has power over 
all things. (The Cow 2:109)

Kind speech and forgiveness is better than charity followed by injury. God is Self-
sufficient, Forbearing. (The Cow 2:263)

If you do good openly or do it in secret or pardon an evil, surely God is Pardoning, 
Powerful. (The Women 4:149)

If you invite them to guidance, they do not hear; you see them looking toward you, 
yet they do not see. Take to forgiveness and enjoin good and turn aside from the 

ignorant. (The Elevated Places 7:198-199)

Ask forgiveness for them or do not ask forgiveness for them. Even if you ask 
forgiveness for them seventy times, God will not forgive them. This is because 

they disbelieved in God and His Messenger, and God does not guide the defiantly 
disobedient people. (The Immunity 9:80)

It is not (fit) for the Prophet and those who believe to ask forgiveness for the 
polytheists—even though they might be close relatives—after it has become clear 

that they are inmates of the Flaming Fire. Abraham asked forgiveness for his father 
only because of a promise that Abraham had made to him, but when it became clear 

that his father was an enemy of God, he declared himself to be clear of him. Most 
surely Abraham was very tender-hearted, forbearing. (The Immunity 9:113-114)
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Feeding the Masses
“I have compassion on the crowd, because they have stayed with me now three days, 
and they have nothing to eat. If I send them away fasting to their homes, they will 
faint on the way, for some of them have come a long way.” His disciples answered 
him, “From where could one satisfy these people with bread, here in a deserted 
place?” He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” He 
commanded the crowd to sit down on the ground, and he took the seven loaves. 
Having given thanks, he broke them, and gave them to his disciples to serve, and 
they served the crowd. They had a few small fish. Having blessed them, he said to 
serve these also. They ate, and were filled. They took up seven baskets of broken 
pieces that were left over. Now they who had eaten were about four thousand. Then 
he sent them away. (Mark 8:2-9)

He entered into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a 
little from the land. He sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had 
finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep, and let down your nets 
for a catch.” Simon answered him, “Master, we worked all night, and took nothing; 
but at your word I will let down the net.” When they had done this, they caught a 
great multitude of fish, and their net was breaking. They beckoned to their partners 
in the other boat, that they should come and help them. They came, and filled both 
boats, so that they began to sink. But Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell down at Jesus’ 
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord.” For he was amazed, 
and all who were with him, at the catch of fish that they had caught; and so also 
were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Jesus said to 
Simon, “Do not be afraid. From now on you will be catching men.” When they had 
brought their boats to land, they left everything, and followed him. (Luke 5:3-11)

But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to 
eat.” And they told him, “We only have here five loaves and two fish.” So he said, 
“Bring them here to me.” Then he commanded the crowds to sit down on the grass; 
and he took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, 
broke and gave the loaves to the disciples, and the disciples gave to the crowds. 
And they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of that which 
remained left over from the broken pieces. Now those who ate were about five 
thousand men, besides women and children. (Matthew 14:16-21)

Miracles

Note: The italicized verses in this chapter do not contain any of Christ’s words. 
These verses are included to narrate the story of Christ’s miracles.—Ed.

When the disciples said: Oh Jesus, son of Mary! Will your Lord consent to send 
down to us food from Heaven? He said: Be careful of (your duty to)God, if you 

are believers. They said: We desire to eat of it, so that our hearts would be at rest, 
knowing that you have indeed spoken the truth to us, and so that we may be 

witnesses to it. Jesus the son of Mary said: Oh God, our Lord! Send down to us food 
from Heaven, which should be to us an ever-recurring happiness, to the first of us 

and to the last of us, and a sign from You. Grant us means of subsistence—You 
are the best of the providers. God said: I will send it down to you, but whoever 

disbelieves among you afterwards, surely I will chastise him with a chastisement by 
which I have not chastised anyone among the nations. (The Food 5:112-115)

Note: Considering that Muhammad was an “unlettered prophet,” Islam considers 
the Quran itself to be a miracle, as evidenced by these passages: 2:23 (see page 97), 
10:37-38 (see page 103) and 17:88 (see page 105).—Ed.
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Entering Heaven

Truly, truly, I tell you, he who believes in me has eternal life. I am the bread of life. 
Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that 
comes down out of Heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. (John 6:47-50)

Truly I tell you, unless you turn, and become as little children, you will in no way 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Whoever therefore humbles himself as this little 
child, the same is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. Whoever receives one such 
little child in my name receives me. (Matthew 18:3-5)

Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; 
but he who does the will of my Father who is in Heaven. (Matthew 7:21)

Surely those who believe, and those who are Jews, and the Christians, and the 
Sabians—whoever believes in God and the Last Day and does good—they will have 

their reward with their Lord, and there is no fear for them, nor will they grieve.  
(The Cow 2:62)

Yes! Whoever earns evil and his sins surround him, these are the inmates of the 
fire: They will live in it. (As for) those who believe and do good deeds, these are the 

dwellers of the Garden: They will live in it. (The Cow 2:81-82)

Do not speak of those who are slain in God’s way as dead. No, (they are) alive, but 
you do not perceive it. (The Cow 2:154)

And how many a prophet has fought alongside many worshippers of the Lord. They 
did not become weak-hearted because of what befell them in God’s way, nor did they 

weaken or lower themselves. God loves the patient. And their saying was only this: 
Our Lord! Forgive us our faults and our extravagance in our affairs, and make firm 
our feet, and help us against the unbelieving people. So God gave them the reward 
of this world and better reward of the Hereafter. God loves those who do good (to 

others). (The Family of Amran 3:146-148)

Do not think of those who are killed in God’s way as dead. No, they are alive, and 
they are provided sustenance from their Lord, rejoicing in what God has given them 

out of His grace. They rejoice for those who are (left) behind, who have not yet joined 
them, that they will have no fear, nor will they grieve.  

(The Family of Amran 3:169-170)

So their Lord accepted their prayer: I will not waste the works of the worker among 
you, whether male or female, each of you from the other. Therefore those who fled 

and were turned out of their homes and persecuted in My way, and who fought and 
were slain, I will most certainly cover their evil deeds, and I will most certainly admit 
them to gardens, beneath which rivers flow—a reward from God, and with God is yet 

better reward. (The Family of Amran 3:195)

Those who are careful of (their duty to) their Lord will have Gardens beneath which 
rivers flow, abiding in them; an entertainment from their Lord. What is with God is 

best for the righteous. (The Family of Amran 3:198)

These are God’s limits. Whoever obeys God and His Messenger, He will cause him 
to enter Gardens beneath which rivers flow, to abide in them. This is the great 

achievement. (The Women 4:13)
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Christianity Timeline
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DEVELOPMENT OF CHRISTIANITY 

Initial Flock 30-100 CE
(610 BH)

Holy Book 66-110 CE
(573-528 BH)

Early Martyrs 64-331 CE
(575-300 BH)

Early Guidelines 324-787 CE
(307 BH-170 AH)

Schism 1054 CE (445 AH)

Initial Flock

The Religion Begins 

 • Christ preaches from around 30 CE (610 BH) until his death in 33 CE (607 BH). 

 • After His death, Christ physically appears to his apostles and tells them to “Therefore 
go, and make disciples of all nations.” (Matthew 28:19)

 • In front of his apostles, Christ ascends to Heaven. (Luke 24:50-51)

 • In Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit descends on 120 gathered disciples as “a rushing, mighty 
wind and tongues like fire.” They speak in languages that they do not know, covering 
all languages of the 3,000 people who are present. Those 3,000 become followers of 
Christ. (Acts 2:1-15, 41) The Church is born.

Religion Development

The Religion Spreads

 • Apostles spread Christianity from Jerusalem throughout the Hellenized Empire to 
Jews, Gentiles and Pagans. 

 • The apostle Paul, the last to die, dies around 100 CE (538 BH).

 • In roughly the first 100 years after Christ’s death, Christianity spreads to regions that 
are in modern-day Bosnia, Cyprus, Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, Herzegovina, Hungary, 
India, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Montenegro, Palestine, Russia, Serbia, 
Syria, Turkey, Ukraine and the West Bank.1

 • The Church continues to gradually spread via preaching and writing, throughout the 
Roman Empire and beyond.

1 Eusebius, The History of the Church, (Caesaria: fourth century), Rev. Arthur Cushman McGiffert, trans., Kindle Edition 
(Stilwell: Digireads.com, 2005) 34,41-42,60, 63, 70, 82, 85, 90-91, 229; Galatians 1:17, Acts 13:4-13.
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Early Guidelines
Ecumenical Councils

The first seven Ecumenical Councils gather to settle matters of church doctrine and 
practice. The Eastern Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church accept all seven of these 
councils as ecumenical. 

Because of doctrinal differences, the Nestorian Church (Church of the East) accepts only 
the first two councils and the Oriental Orthodox Church accepts only the first three. 

COUNCIL  
(YEAR CE/BH or AH)

DOCTRINAL CONCLUSIONS

First Council of Nicaea  
(325 CE/306 BH)

 • Emperor Constantine I convenes this council to settle a controversial 
issue, the relation between Jesus Christ and God the Father.

 • The council describes “God’s only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, as 
of the same substance with God the Father. Thus Arian beliefs are 
heretical.1 This becomes a criterion for the Christian Holy Trinity. 

First Council of Constantinople  
(381 CE/248 BH)

 • The council approves what is the current form of the Nicene Creed.
 • The council condemns the teaching that there is no human mind or 

soul in Christ. Thus Apollinarism is heretical.2

Council of Ephesus  
(431 CE/197 BH)

 • The council proclaims the Virgin Mary as the Theotokos (God-bearer). 
Thus Nestorian beliefs are heretical.3

Council of Chalcedon  
(451 CE/176 BH)

 • The council concludes that Christ is in two natures: both fully human 
and fully divine, united in one individual person and existence. Thus 
Nestorian beliefs are heretical.The Oriental Orthodox reject the 
council’s conclusion.3

Second Council of Constantinople 
(553 CE/71 BH)

 • The council confirms that Christ has two natures, one divine and one 
human, united in one person with neither confusion nor division. Thus 
Nestorian beliefs are heretical.3

 • The council confirms that the Virgin Mary can be called the Mother of 
God (Theotokos). Thus Nestorian beliefs are heretical.3

Third Council of Constantinople  
(680 CE/60 AH)

 • The council affirms that Christ has both human and divine energies 
and wills. Thus monoenergism and monothelitism are heretical.4 

►

COUNCIL  
(YEAR CE/BH or AH)

DOCTRINAL CONCLUSIONS

Second Council of Nicaea  
(787 CE/170 AH)

 • The council restores the veneration of icons (holy images) and ends 
the first iconoclasm.

 • The council establishes that people who contemplate icons are moved 
to fervent memory of the icons’ prototypes. 

 • The council concludes that it is proper to fervently and reverently adore 
icons, but not to worship them. Worship belongs to the Divine Being 
alone. 

 • The council clarifies that when people honor and adore an icon, the 
honor and adoration passes over to the icon’s prototype.

1

1 G.C. Stead, “The Thalia of Arius and the Testimony of Athanasius,” Journal of Theological Studies 39, no. 1 (April 1978): 
48–50. Arians believed that Christ was created and not always present with God.
2 Alister McGrath, Historical Theology, An Introduction to the History of Christian Thought, (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell,1998), 
Chapter 1, Apollinaris believed that Jesus had a divine mind and a lower soul (emotions).
3 Nestorius, The Bazaar of Heracleides, (Constantinople: fifth century), translated from Syriac, (Eugene: Wipf and Stock, 
2002), xxix, Nestorians believe that Mary was Christ-bearer vs. God-bearer and that Christ is two persons, human and divine. 
T.H. Bindley and F.W. Green, The Oecumenical Documents of the Faith, (London: Methuen & Co.,1950), 91-92) The Oriental 
Orthodox would accept only that Christ is “of or from two natures” but not “in two natures”. 
Dialogue toward restoring communion between the Oriental Orthodox church and the Eastern Orthodox and Catholic churches 
began again in the mid-20th century and continues.—Ed.
4 John B. Bury, A History of the Later Roman Empire from Arcadius to Irene, Volume II (Chestnut Hill: Adamant Media, 2000), 
249-253, Monoenergism holds that Christ had two natures but one energy. Monothelitism that Christ had two natures, but only 
one will.
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Schism

BRANCHES OF CHRISTIANITY1

 • Due to institutional and theological differences, the Early Christian Church breaks 
apart into Eastern Orthodox Christianity and Western Catholicism. The official schism 
occurs 1,021 years after Christ dies, in the year 1054 CE (445 AH).

 • Prominent issues are these:

The Filioque: Does the Holy Spirit proceed both from the Father and the Son (Catholic), 
or is the Father alone the source of the Holy Spirit (Orthodox)?

Leadership: The Pope’s claim to universal jurisdiction and Constantinople’s place in 
relation to the five Patriarchates

1 erasercrumbs, “Branches of Christianity,” reprinted by permission from WaitingTillMarriage,  
http://forums.waitingtillmarriage.org/topic/1664-what-exactly-are-denonimations/ (accessed March, 2016).
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Initial Flock

The Religion Begins

 • Muhammad preaches from 613 CE (9 BH) until his death in 632 CE (11 AH).1

 • Leaders of the Muslim community disagree over who should succeed Muhammad 
as leader. Since none of Muhammad’s sons survive into adulthood, direct hereditary 
succession is not an option.2

 • Umar (Umar ibn al-Khattab), a prominent companion of Muhammad, nominates 
Muhammad’s father-in-law and trusted advisor, Abu Bakr. Others add support, and 
Abu Bakr becomes the first caliph.3 Some of Muhammad’s companions dispute the 
choice, preferring Ali, Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law.

1 Ira M. Lapidus, A History of Islamic Societies, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002) 14, (Hereafter cited as 
Lapidus, History Islamic Societies).

2 Ibid., 23.

3 Ibid., 38.

Islam Timeline

http://forums.waitingtillmarriage.org/topic/1664-what-exactly-are-denonimations/
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 • Yet in Shia Islam, at the end of the eighteenth century (around 1200 AH), religious 
courts begin to increase, and authorities deem legal scholars and tradition scholars the 
new producers of Islamic law (ijtihad).1 

 • Ijtihad is an Islamic legal term that means “independent reasoning” or “the utmost 
effort an individual can put forth in an activity.” It is recognized as a decision-making 
process in Islamic law (Sharia) through personal effort that is completely independent 
of any school of law.2

 • Today, progressive Muslims “want to recover the freedom of the mind,” and they have 
re-opened ijtihad to accommodate Islam with modern society. Interestingly, modern 
independent thinkers such as Osama Bin Laden and the Muslim Brotherhood also 
embrace(d) ijtihad.3

 • Many conservative, literalist institutions impose harsh restrictions on ijtihad and its 
modern-day application. They are against modifying and individually interpreting Islam 
to surrender to westernization and secularization, which they deem evil.

1 Moojan Momen, An Introduction to Shi’i Islam: The History and Doctrines of Twelver Shi’ism. (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1985), 186.

2 John L. Esposito, ed, “Ijtihad” in Oxford Islamic Studies Online, (Oxford University Press USA, 2007)  
http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/browse (accessed December, 2017).

3 “Mujtahid,” World Heritage Encyclopedia Edition, World Library,  
http://www.netlibrary.net/articles/eng/Mujtahid (accessed December 2017).

Schism
BRANCHES OF ISLAM1

 • After the Prophet Muhammad dies, believers divide over the question of who takes 
over the leadership of the Muslim nation.

 • Muhammad has no surviving sons, so direct succession is not possible. Sunni Muslims 
want the new leader to be elected from among the Prophet’s capable companions. 
However, Shia Muslims believe that leadership should pass directly to the Prophet’s 
cousin (and son-in-law, married to daughter Fatimah), Ali bin Abu Talib. 

 • The Sunni prevail, and Abu Bakr, the Prophet’s close friend and adviser, becomes the 
first Caliph of the Islamic nation. Sunni Muslims consider the first four caliphs to be 
models of righteous rule, and they refer to them as the Rightly Guided Caliphs. 

 • Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law, Ali bin Abu Talib, whom the Shia had wanted 
to be the first caliph, later becomes the Fourth Caliph of the Rightly Guided Caliphs. 
However, most Shia consider him to be their First Caliph, and they regard the first 
three caliphs of the Rightly Guided Caliphs as usurpers. 

1 Chart shared by Angelpeream - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, “Islam Branches and Schools,” Wikimedia Commons,  
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=12871191 (accessed December 2017)

http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/browse
http://www.netlibrary.net/articles/eng/Mujtahid
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=12871191


502 503

FollowersFollowers

Muslims

Early Muslims

Early Caliphs & Umayyads (610-750 CE/12-132 AH)

 • After Muhammad dies, the first four caliphs govern the Islamic state: Abu Bakr  
(632-634 CE/10-12 AH), Umar ibn al-Khattab (634-644 CE/12-22 AH), Uthman ibn 
Affan, (644-656 CE/22-34 AH), and Ali ibn Abi Talib (656-661 CE/34-39 AH). They are 
the “Rashidun” or “Rightly Guided” Caliphs in Sunni Islam. Shia Muslims consider only 
the fourth caliph, Ali, legitimate. 

 • The Rashidun oversee the initial phase of the Muslim conquests, advancing through 
Persia, Levant, Egypt, and North Africa. 

 • Islamic missionary and military activities expand the Arab Empire and lead to 
caliphates and dynasties in North, West and East Africa; the Middle East (Syria, Egypt, 
Iran, Iraq); and Spain.

 • There are two strands of converts to early Islam: (a) animists and polytheists of tribal 
societies of the Arabian peninsula and the Fertile Crescent, and (b) monotheistic 
populations (Christian, Jewish and Zoroastrian) of the Middle Eastern agrarian and 
urbanized societies. 

 • The Arab conquerors do not require the conversion as much as the subordination of 
non-Muslim peoples, because new Muslims dilute the economic and status advantages 
of the Arabs.1 

 • Islamic conquests stretch from the Iberian Peninsula (modern-day Spain, Portugal, 
Gibraltar and Andorra) to parts of Egypt, Carthage (modern-day Tunisia) and east to 
the Indus Valley (India).

 • At its largest extent, the Umayyad dynasty covers more than 5,000,000 square miles 
(13,000,000 km2) making it one of the largest empires the world has yet seen.2 

 • However, the Byzantines drive back the Umayyads, and they cannot hold any territory 
in Anatolia. The Berbers attack and drive Muslims from North Africa for a period. 
Weakened by civil wars, the Umayyad lose supremacy at sea and abandon the islands 
of Rhodes and Crete. In 732 CE (113 AH), the Franks defeat the Muslims at the Battle 
of Tours.

 • Caliphs establish the first schools, which teach Arabic language and Islamic studies. 
They build mosques across the empire. 

1 Lapidus, History Islamic Societies, 200.

2 Khalid Yahya Blankinship, The End of the Jihad State, the Reign of Hisham Ibn ‘Abd-al Malik and the Collapse of the 
Umayyads. (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1994) 37.

 • In the Muslim world, the Umayyads make Islamic currency exclusive, transform 
agriculture and commerce, make Arabic the state language, and organize a regular 
postal service.

 • The Umayyads ask new converts to pay a poll tax to assist with welfare state expenses, 
but the Umayyad rulers’ wealth and luxury increase discontent among the converts, 
poor Arabs and some Shia. Anti-Umayyad feeling is prevalent, especially in Iran and 
Iraq. 

 • At the end of the Umayyad period, less than 10% of the people in Iran, Iraq, Syria, 
Egypt, Tunisia and Spain are Muslim.

The Abbasids (750-1258 CE/132-656 AH)

 • The descendants of Muhammad’s uncle Abbas ibn Abd al-Muttalib rally the 
discontented against the Umayyads and overthrow them, inaugurating the Abbasid 
dynasty in 750 CE (132 AH).1

 • The Abbasids distinguish themselves from the Umayyads by attacking the Umayyads’ 
moral character and administration. The Abbasids develop initiatives aimed at greater 
Islamic unity.

 • Initially expansion ceases and gradual conversions of the populations within the 
empire occur through growth of Islamic philosophy, theology, law and mysticism.

 • Islamic civilization flourishes. Arabic prose and poetry, commerce and industry and 
the arts and sciences prosper.

 • Expansion continues, sometimes by force, sometimes by peaceful proselytizing. 

 • The Abbasids conquer Mediterranean islands, including the Balearics and Sicily. 
Through contact with Muslim traders and Sufis, conversions expand to the Turkic 
tribes and South Saharans in Africa. These initial conversions are flexible: inhabitants 
are not forced to convert, but they are charged a special tax, their clothing colors are 
restricted, and men may not marry Muslim women.2

 • Shariah law codifies, and the four Madhabs (schools of thought) are established. 
Classical Sufism rises. Sahih Bukhari and others complete the canonical collections of 
Hadith.3 

 • The doctrines of the Sunni and Shia, two major denominations of Islam, solidify, and 
the divisions form.

 • The cost of running a large empire becomes too great.4 The Turks, Egyptians, and 
Arabs adhere to the Sunni sect; the Persians, a great portion of the Turkic groups, 
and several of the princes in India are Shia. The political unity of Islam begins to 
disintegrate. Independent dynasties appear in the Muslim world, and the caliphs 
recognize them as legitimately Muslim. 

1 H. U. Rahman, A Chronology of Islamic History, 570-1000 CE, (London: Ta-Ha Publishers Ltd , 1999), 106, 129.

2 Hourani, History Arab Peoples, 47.

3 Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Islam: Religion, History and Civilization, (New York: HarperOne, 2002), 121.

4 Lapidus, History Islamic Societies, 129.
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Christian Doctrine
Definitions

The Holy Trinity

 • Father, Son and Holy Spirit. One God, undivided. The Holy Trinity is three, distinct, 
divine entities without overlap among them, who share one divine essence (Greek 
ousia).1

 • The Father is the Godhead, eternal and not begotten. The Son (the Logos, the Word 
of God) is eternal and begotten of the Father. The Holy Spirit is eternal and proceeds 
from the Father.2

 • Eastern Orthodox doctrine regarding the Holy Trinity is summarized in the Nicene 
Creed (Symbol of Faith). Christ, the only begotten Son of God, became man by the 
good will of the Father and by the cooperation of the Holy Spirit who proceeds from 
the Father. Christ prays for God to send the Holy Spirit to help people, and the Holy 
Spirit forms Christ’s words and example to live in their hearts—thus God the Father is 
glorified.3 

Commandments
 • God gives the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai, accompanied by smoke, 
thunder and lightning and the blast of a trumpet, to emphasize the importance of 
these laws. Moses records God’s words in Exodus 20 and recounts the event again in 
Deuteronomy 5. Here is a list of the commandments in short form: 

1. You shall have no other gods before Me.

2. You shall not make idols.

3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

5. Honor your father and your mother.

6. You shall not murder.

7. You shall not commit adultery.

8. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

10. You shall not covet.

1 Bishop Kallistos (Timothy) Ware, The Orthodox Church, (New York: Penguin Books, 1993) 22-23, 202, 207-211.

2 John 1:14, 8:23, 8:58, 14:28, 15:26, 16:28, 17:4-5; 1 Corinthians 2:12; Revelation 22:13

3 Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 11:13; John 3:16; 8:42, 14:16-17, 14:26, 15:26

Doctrine
 • Christ discusses the commandments in the following passages of the New Testament: 

“You are to love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind. This is the first and great commandment. A second likewise is this: You are 
to love your neighbor as yourself. The whole Law and the Prophets depend on these 
two commandments.” (Matthew 22:37-40)

You know the commandments: “Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, 
Do not give false testimony, Do not defraud, Honor your father and your mother.” 
(Mark 10:19)

Creed
Bishops at the first Ecumenical Council in Nicea (325 CE/306 BH) and at the second 
Ecumenical Council in Constantinople (381 CE/248 BH) formally drew up the Nicene 
Creed. Today, Orthodox Christian faithful recite this “symbol of faith” at baptisms, 
during every Divine Liturgy and during daily prayers.

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 
before all ages: Light of light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one essence 
with the Father, through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from Heaven and was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day according to the Scriptures.

He ascended into Heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead; His Kingdom will 
have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of Life, Who proceeds from the Father,1 Who 
together with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke through 
the Prophets.

In one Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church.

I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

I expect the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come. Amen.

1 The Catholic Nicene Creed uses the words “Father and Son” here, instead of “Father.” This discrepancy (the Filioque) 
contributed to the Orthodox/Catholic schism in 1054 CE (445 AH).—Ed.
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minds. If you are good, then He is surely Forgiving to those who turn (to Him) frequently. 
Give the near of kin his due, and also the needy and the wayfarer, and do not spend 
wastefully. Surely the wasteful are the fellows of the devils, and Satan is ever ungrateful 
to his Lord. If you turn away from the needy, seek mercy from your Lord, which you hope 
for, and speak a gentle word to them. Do not make your hand shackled to your neck 
like a miser or stretch it forth to the utmost reach, lest you sit down blamed, destitute. 
Surely your Lord makes plentiful means of subsistence for whom He pleases, and He also 
restricts it. Surely He is ever Aware of, Seeing, His servants. Do not kill your children for 
fear of poverty—We give them sustenance, and yourselves (too)—surely to kill them is a 
great wrong. Do not go near fornication; surely it is an indecency, and evil is the way. Do 
not kill any one whom God has forbidden, except for a just cause. We have indeed given 
authority to the heir of whomever is slain unjustly, but do not let the heir exceed the 
just limits in slaying; surely he is aided. Do not draw near to the property of the orphan, 
except in a goodly way, until he attains his maturity. Fulfil your promises; surely, (every) 
promise will be questioned about. Give full measure when you measure out, and weigh 
with a true balance; this is fair and better in the end. Do not follow that of which you 
have no knowledge. Surely the hearing, the sight and the heart—you will be questioned 
about all of these. Do not go about the land exultingly, for you can not cut through the 
Earth, nor can you reach the mountains in height. All of this—the evil of it—is hateful 
in the sight of your Lord. This is what your Lord has revealed to you of wisdom. Do not 
associate any other god with God, lest you should be thrown into Hell, blamed, cast 
away.” (17:22-39)

Creed

The Cow 2:285

According to Martin Lings in Muhammad, His Life Based on the Earliest Sources (page 
105), this revelation in the Qur’an contains the Creed of Islam:

“The Messenger believes in what has been revealed to him from his Lord, and (so do) the 
believers. They all believe in God and His angels and His Books and His messengers: We 
make no difference between any of His messengers. They say: ‘We hear and obey, our 
Lord! Your forgiveness (do we crave), and to You is the eventual course.’ “ (2:285)

Aqidah

Systematic statements of belief became necessary, from early Islam on, initially to refute 
heresies, and later to distinguish points of view and to present them, as the divergences 
of schools of theology or opinion increased.1 

Here are fundamental statements of belief, or Aqidah (Creed):

1 Cyril Glasse, The New Encyclopedia of Islam: A Revised Edition, (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2001), 105.

Articles of Faith

The Articles of Faith are derived from the Qur’an and Sunnah. 

1. Belief in God, the One and Only One worthy of all worship

2. Belief in the angels

3. Belief in the Books sent by God (including the Qur’an)

4. Belief in all the Prophets and Messengers sent by God

5. Belief in the Day of Judgment and in the Resurrection (life after death)

6. Sunni only: Belief in Destiny (Predestination or Fate)

The Shia do not subscribe to Article 6, because they believe that in human life, 
there is both free will and predestination. Shia stress God’s boundless justice 
over predestination.

Five Pillars/Principles of Religion

These are the mandatory foundations of Islam.

 • Sunni Five Pillars:

1. The Declaration of Faith (There is one God and Muhammad is His messenger)

2. Formal prayer (5 daily salat) 

3. Fasting from dawn to dusk (obligatory during the month of Ramadan) 

4. Paying the alms tax (zakat) for charity within the giver’s community

5. Pilgrimage to Mecca (obligatory at least once in a lifetime)

 • Shia Principles of Religion (Twelvers, the largest sect): 

1. The Oneness of God 

2. Divine Justice 

3. Prophethood 

4. Succession: Political leadership and spiritual supremacy of the Prophet’s  
successors 

5. Day of Judgment and the Resurrection

Shia additional Ten Ancillaries (Obligatory Practices):

1. Prayer

2. Fasting

3. Charity

4. Tithing 20% of annual income

5. Pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in a lifetime
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